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Third  Anmial  Meeting. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  at  its  Annual  Sessions,  convened  in  Convention  in  the  City  of 
Winchester,  Va.,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy- Five.  The  Sessions  com- 
menced on  the  evening  of  the  Twentieth^  and  continued  until  the  after- 
noon of  the  Twenty  fifth  day  of  the  month,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  met  in  Convention  on  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  20th, 
A.  D.,  1875,  at  7^  o'clock,  in  Centenary  Reformed  Church  of  the 
City  of  Winchester,  Frederick  county,  Virginia,  pursuant  to  appoint- 
ment of  last  Annual  Meeting,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
services.  The  President,  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.D.,  preached  the 
opening  sermon  from  John  xx.  22:  '■^  Avd  irhen  He  hvl  said  this, 
He  breathed  on  them,  and  saith  unto  them.  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost ;" 
and  I  Cor.  iv.  1  :  ^^  Let  a  man  so  account  of  us,  as  of  the  ministers  of 
Christ,  and  Stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God." 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS    OF    MARYLAND. 

Ministers. — Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.D.,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach.  ^Vil- 
liam  Goodrich,  Simon  S.  Miller,  J.  Spangler  Kiefter,  Abner  R.  Kre- 
mer,  William  C.  Cremer,  Daniel  Gans,  D.D.,  Mortimer  L.  Shuford, 
Orange  E.  Jiake,  Joel  T.  Rossiter,  Nehemiah  H.  Skyles,  J.  Mortimer 
Souder,  and  George  L.  Staley,  D  D. 

3 


Elders. — Henry  Reynolds,  Louis  Markell,  Joseph  Seibert,  George 
J.  Fouke,  William  A.  Hull,  Edward  D.  Zimmerman,  Jaj3ob  H.  Bow- 
ers, Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  James  E.  Dodrer,  and  Ezra  Williard. 

II.    PROM   THE    CLASSIS    OF    MERCERSBURG. 

Ministers. — William  M.  Deatrick,  Adam  C.  Whitmer,  Peter  S.  Da- 
vis, D.D.,  John  A,  Peters,  William  C.  Schaeflfer,  Henry  F.  Seiple? 
Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh,  David  N.  Dittmar,  David  M.  Whitmore,  Kl- 
nathan  E.  Higbee,  D.D.,  John  H.  Sykes,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  Milton 
H.  Sangree,  Stephen  K.  Kremer,  Albert  G.  Dole,  Harrison  H.  W. 
Hibshman,  Solomon  B.  Schafer,  Ellis  N.  Kremer,  Prof.  Jacob  B. 
Kerschner,  Jacob  Hassler,  and  the  licentiate  John  C.  Bowman. 

Elders. — David  Diehl,  George  B.  Smith,  John  D.  Eckhard,  John 
Bowman,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  Jacob  F.  Hoover,  John  P.  Reed,  David 
Dunn,  Alvy  B.  Bowen,  and  Isaac  M.  NeflF. 

III.     FROM    THE    CLASSIS    OF   VIRGINIA. 

Ministers- — H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.D., 
Charles  G.  Fisher,  and  Henry  Tallhelm. 

Elders. — Moses  Fry,  William  W.  Wenner,  Joseph  Snapp,  William 
A.  Cushwa,  George  W.  Lantz,  Peter  J.  Roller,  John  H.  Bausermau, 
Stephen  Stalcy,  and  William  J.  S.  Hensell. 

IV.    FROM    THE    CLASSIS    OP   ZION. 

Ministers. — William  K.  Zieber,  D.D.,  William  R.  H.  Deatrich, 
Jacob  D.  Zehring,  Reinehart  R.  Smith,  Owen  L.  Ashenfelter,  Aaron 
Spangler,  Francis  S.  Lindaman,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  Reuben  Rauhauser, 
William  F.  Colliflower,  and  Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.D. 

Elders. — George  Myers,  William  H.  Range,  Samuel  P.  Young, 
Henry  M.  Cocklin,  Henry  S.  Hershey,  Jeremiah  G.  Hildebrand,  Ellas 
Heilman,  George  L.  Ickes,  Francis  M.  McKeehan,  Michael  B.  Emig, 
David  Wolf,  Israel  Laucks,  and  Samuel  Shumaker. 

V.    FROM    THE    CLASSIS    OP    NORTH    CAROLINA. 
******  ** 

VI.    FROM    THE    CLASSIS    OP    SAN    FRANCISCO. 
******** 


Note. — A  number  of  members  aj^peared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod  after  the  first 
session,  and  hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in  which  they  would, 
had  they  been  present  at  the  opening  session.  A  number  of  members  also  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  from  day  to  day.  In  one  instance — from  Virginia  Clasiss 
— the  name  of  an  Elder  secundus  appears  in  the  foregoing  list  of  members  together 
with  his  primarius. 


ADVISORY    MEMBERS, 


From  tlip.  Si/nod  of  the  United  States. — Revs.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.D., 
and  F.  K.  Levao. 

From  the  Classis  of  Z Ion. — Elder  Henry  Wirt. 

From  the  Classis  nf  Virginia. — Elder  Richard  L'.  Gray. 


MINISTERS  OF  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

Tho  presence  of  the  following  ministers  was  announced  at  intervals 
during  the  sossinns  of  Synod  : 

Revs,  A.  ls\.  Courtney,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  S.  Bil- 
lings, of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  D.  M.  Gilbert,  of  the  Lutheran 
Church;  E.J  Willis  and  E.  Lewis,  of  the  Baptist  Church;  and  H. 
Arbagast,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 


ARTICLE  IIL 
ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  P.  S.  Davis  was  chosen  President. 

Kev.  W.  M.  Doatrick  is  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Santee  was  re-elected  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Elder  J  .ouis  IMarkell  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 
RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  reading  of  the  Rules  of  Order  was  dispensed  with  for  the  pre- 
sent sessions  oF  Synod. 

The  Synod  defined  the  bar  of  the  house,  as  required  by  the  Rules 
of  Order. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
pr^'sent  sessions  of  Synod  : 

The  Morning  Sexsinns,  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  12  o'cl  ck. 

The  Afternoon  Sfssiom,  to  open  at  2 J  and  close  at  5  o'clock. 


ARTICLE    y. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent: 

Hdiijious  Services. — Revs.  C.  G.  Fisher,  II.  St.  J.  I  inker,  W. 
Goodrich,  and  Elders  J.  Snapp,  and  D.  Diehl. 

Minutes  of  St/7iod.—l\evs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  N.  H.  Skyles,  A.  G. 
Dole,  and  Elders  J.  Bowman,  and  W.  W.  Wenner. 

31inntes  of  General  Synod. — Kevs.  0.  L.  Ashenfeltpr,  I.  S.  Weisz, 
J.  I),  Zehring,  and  lilders  J.  H,  Bauserman,  and  E.  D.  Zimn)erman. 

Overtures. — Revs  E.  R.  Eschbach,  VV.  K.  Zieber,  H.  Tallhelm, 
and  Elders  G.  J.  Fouke,  and  W.  II.  Range. 

Minutes  of  Classes. — Revs.  W.  F  Colliflower,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich, 
M.  H.  Sangree,  and  Elders  H.  Reynolds,  and  W.  A.  Cushwa. 

Examination.,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. — Revs.  D.  Gans,  W.  K. 
Zieber,  A.  C.  Whitmer,  and  Elders  II.  M.  Cocklin,and  G.  W.  Lantz. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — Rev.*.  J.  T.  Rossiter, 
W.  C.  Cremer,  J.  A.  Peters,  and  Elders  J.  P.  Reed,  and  F.  M. 
McKeehan. 

Missions. — Revs.  S.  S.  Miller,  M.  L.  Shuford,  J.  M.  Souder,  and 
Elders  P.  S.  Roller,  and  J.  Seibert. 

Finance. — Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  0  E.  Lake,  H.  II.  W.  Ilibshman, 
and  Elders  VV.  A.  Hull,  and  G.  S.  Griffith. 

Nominations. — Revs.  E.  E.  Higbee,  S  N.  Callender,  W.  Goodrich, 
and  Elders  A.  B.  Wingerd,  and  L.  Markell. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Maryland,  Zion, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Re- 
ligion and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referre  1  to  the  Committee 
on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read,  and  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

3.  The  Reports  of  the  J'resident,  the  General  Superintendent,  and 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
three  District  Synods  of  the  United  States,  the  Potomac,  and  Pitts- 
burgh were  received,  severally  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

4.  Eleven  other  communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  YII. 
EELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  tlie  following  Reli- 
gious Services : 

1.  All  the  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  with  suitable  religious 
services. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing appoiutmen's  for  religious  services  : 

SERVICES    IN    CONNECTION    WITH    THE    SYNOD. 

TliuTRdny  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer. 

J- ridny  evening. — Synodical  Sunday-school  Board's  services;  con- 
ducted by  Elder  Gr.  S.  Griffith,  member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board. 

Satardajj  afternoon. — Services  preparatory  to  the  Holy  (,'ommunion 
at  'Ih  o'clock.     Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Sykes. 

Sunday  morning. — Celebration  of  the  Lords  Supper ;  sermon  by 
Rev.  J.  SV.  Santee. 

Sundaij  afternoon. — Sunday-school  services  :  addresses  by  Revs. 
W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  J.  0.  Miller,  and  Elder  F.  M.  McKeehan. 

Sunday  evening.  — Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Higbeo,  President  of 
Mercersburg  College. 

Monday  evening. — Missionary  Meeting  :  services  conducted  by  Rev. 
J.  0.  Miller,  President  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions, 

All  these  services,  except  the  preparatory  services,  were  held  in 
the  Market  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  largest  church 
edifice  of  the  place,  which  had  been  kindly  ofiered  by  the  Pastor,  the 
Rev.  A.  M.  Courtney  and  his  membership,  ibr  the  use  of  Synod.  The 
Reformed  Church  being  smaller,  the  sessions  of  Synod  and  the  pre- 
paratory services  were  held  in  it. 

SERVICES    IN    OTHER    CHURCHES    OF    WINCHESTER. 

Kent  Street  PrcsbyteriaJi  Church. — Sunday  morning.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer. 

Loudon  Street  Presbyterian  Church. — Sunday  morning.  Sermon 
by  Rev.  0.  L.  Ashenfelter. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. — Sunday  morning.  Sermon 
by  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer.  Sunday  evening.  Sermon  by  Rev.  J. 
Ilasslcr. 

Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  morning.  Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  T. 
Rossiter. 


Baptist  Church^- — Sunday  mornuig.     Sermon  by  Kev.  I.  S.  Weisz. 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. — Sunday  morning.     Sermon  by  Kev. 
P.  S.  Davis.     Sunday  evening.     Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach. 

COLORED    CHURCHES. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — -Sunday  yriorning.  Sermon  by  llev. 
W.  F.  Colliflov?er.  Sunda,y  evening.  Sermon  by  Rev.  11.  H.  W. 
Hibshman. 

Freewill  Bap)tist  Church  .—Sermon  by  Rev.  F.  S.  Lindaman.  Su7i- 
day  evening.     Sermon  by  Rev.  H.  Tallhelm. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  G.  Fisher,  Chairman. 

The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  committer,  were  severally 
observed. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 
MINUTES  OF  SYNOD  AND  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  and  of  the 
General  Synod  of  Fort  Wayne  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  printpd 
Minutes  of  last  annual  meeting  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items  of  uafinished  business  claiming 
the  attention  of  this  meeting;  and  those  of  the  General  Synod  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minuces  of  General  Synod. 

The  Committees  submitted  the  following  reports,  which  were  re- 
ceived and  disposed  of  item  by  item. 

1.     MINUTES  OE  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod 
of  last  year  for  examination,  would  report  the  following  items  of  un- 
finished business,  a^^  claiming  the  attention  of  thi<  Synod,  viz. : 

Item  1,  page  13.  A  resolution  directing  the  North  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Maryland  lUasses  to  open  an  additional  column  in  their 
Statistical  tables  for  the  number  of  students  preparing  for  the  Holy 
Ministry,  as  requested  by  the  General  Synod  of  Cincinnati. 

Item  2,  page  28.  Recommendations  to  the  several  Classes  of  this 
Synod  in  regard  to  missionary  festivals,  missionary  services  and  col- 
lections in  our  Sunday-schools,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  apportion- 
ment of  $3,300  upon  this  Synol,  as  indicate!  by  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 
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Itf-m  3,  J^dfje  30.  Assessments  upon  the  several  Classes  for  tlio 
CoDtingent  Fund  of  Synod. 

I/em  4,  p<ji!je  80.  The  continuance  of  the  Committee  of  Conference, 
with  instructions,  of  which  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler  is  chairman,  to  adjust 
certain  matters  in  reference  to  Beneficiary  Education,  etc>,  between 
this  Synod  and  the  Synod  of  the  Unite  1  States, 

Item  5,  P'5r_'/e  31'.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  notify  the 
Classes  of  JMcrcersburg  and  North  Carolina  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  to  exonerate  them  from  any  portion  of 
their  assessments  for  Contingent  Fund,  as  made  by  said  Synod  in 
1872. 

Item  6,  pnrje  31.  The  Treasurer  is  instructed  to  pay  $232.00  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  being  the  amount  as- 
sessed upon  this  Synod  to  liquidate  the  debt  resting  upon  said  B  )ard. 

Item  7,  page  33.  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley  gives  notice  of  Complaint  to 
the  General  Synod  in  the  Rice  Appeal  Case,  and  Revs.  S.  N.  Callen- 
der  and  J.  S.  Kieffer  were  appointed  to  defend  the  Synod  before  the 
General  Synod  of  Fort  Wayne,  held  last  May. 

Item  8,  pa>je  34.  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley  gives  notice  of  Complaint,  in 
the  Birely  Complaint  Case,  from  the  decision  of  Synod  to  the  General 
Synod,  and  the  same  Committee,  as  in  the  Rice  Appeal  Case,  is  ap- 
pointed to  defend  the  action  of  Synod  before  the  General  Synod  of 
Fort  Wayne. 

Item  y,  jynge  85.  The  subject  of  the  preparation  of  a  system  of 
Lessons  fur  Sabbath-schools  is  committed  into  the  hands  wf  the  Sunday- 
School  Board. 

Item  10,  page  36.  The  Committee  on  Synodical  Boundaries,  of 
which  Rev.  J.  A.  icters  is  Chairman,  is  continued  with  instructions. 

Item  11,  page  3G.  The  Committee  of  Conference  on  union  with  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  of  which  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  is  Chair- 
man, is  continued. 

Jlcjn  12,  page  3G.  The  Committee  appointed  to  aid  in  drafting  a 
ijew  Constitution,  of  which  Rev.  E.  E.  lligbee  is  Chairman,  is  con- 
tinued. 

Item  13,  page  3G.  The  Classes  are  directed  to  sec  that  the  Charters 
of  congregations  harmonize  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

Item  14,  page  'S{j.  The  attention  of  the  several  Classes  is  called 
anew  t )  the  importance  of  having  full  and  complete  statistical  re- 
ports, c^c. 

Item  15,  page  37.  The  German  Maryland  Classis  is  dismissed  for 
the  purpose  of  forming,  with  other  German  Classes,  a  German  Synod 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Church. 

Item  IQ,  page  ij'.).  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  have  twelve 
hundred  and  tifty  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Synod  published, 
and  distributed  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Item  11,  page  42.     The    Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and 
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Widows  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  is 
anew  commended  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  our  churches,  etc. 
Item  18,  l^age  4G.  Synod  adopts  the  Selection  of  Hymns,  and  re- 
'commends  its  introduction  and  use  in  our  congregations,  as  far  as 
possible  and  expedient,  and  also  appoints  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee,  Lewis  H. 
Steiner,  M.  D.,  and  Rev.  Prof.  J.  B.  Kerschuer  as  a  committee,  who, 
in  conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  power  to  prepare  and  publish  an  edition  of  the 
Collection  of  Hymns  with  music :  and  furthermore.  Synod  expresses 
a  willingness  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  of  the  expenses  incurred  in 
doing  60.  Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Chairman. 


The  duty  in  item  1,  having  been  attended  to,  the  item  was  adopted. 
For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  2,  see  Article  X.,  Minutes  of  Classes; 
on  items  3,  4,  5  and  6,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance;  on  items  7  and  8, 
see  Article  XVII.,  Complaints;  on  iiem  9,  see  Article  XVIIf., 
Sunday-schools;  on  items  10,  11,  12,  13,  14  and  15,  see  Article  XIX., 
Church  Government ;  on  item  16,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication ;  on 
items  17  and  18,  see  Article  XXL.  Miscellaneous. 


II.      MINUTES  OP  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD  OP  PORT  WAYNE. 

To  the  Potomac  Synod. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  reports  as 
follows  : 

Item  1,  page  44.  A  resolution  referring  the  subject  of  Home  Mis- 
sions to  the  District  Synods'  Boards. 

Item  2,  po<7e  47.  A  resolution  referring  the  Sunday-school  interest 
to  the  District  Synods. 

Item  3,  page  53.  A  recommendation  to  the  District  Synods  con- 
cerning delegates'  expenses  to  the  Synods  of  the  Church. 

Item  4,  page  66.  An  assessment  of  $166.00  upon  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac  for  Contingent  Fund. 

Item  b,2:)age  73.   The  General  Synod  will  hold  its  nest  meeting  in 
the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  commencing  on  Wed- 
nesday Evening,  May  15th,  A.  D.,  1878,  at  8  o'clock. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

0.  L.  ASHENFELTER,  Chairman. 

Items  1,  2  and  5,  were  simply  adopted;  for  the  action  of  Synod  on 
item  3,  see  Article  XIX.,  Church  Government  ;  and  on  item  4,  see 
Article  XV,,  Finance. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

OVERTURES. 

The   Committee   on   Overtures   submitted  their  report,  wliich  was 
received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 
The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

1.  A  request  from  the  German  Maryland  Classis,  asking  lo  be 
released  from  the  payment  of  $12.00  assessed  upon  said  Classis  for 
Contingent  Fund  of  Synod. 

2.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  11.  Krueger  of  San  Franci'-co,  Cal.,  re- 
questing to  be  excused  from  attendance  upon  the  present  sessions  of 
this  Synod. 

3.  A  letter  from  Rev.  T.  L.  Poulson  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  asking  to 
be  excused  from  attendance  upon  the   present  sessions  of  Synod. 

i.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

5.  Report  from  the  Board  of  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Womels- 
dorf,  Pa. 

6.  A  complete  form  on  which  to  report  the  statistics  of  the  Classes, 
transmitted  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Synod  to  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  this  Synod. 

7.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

8.  Transcript  of  certain  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Publication 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  its  regular  meeting, 
held  on  the  13th  of  October,  1875,  accompanied  with  a  brief  statement 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Board. 

9.  A  letter  from  Rev.  F.  Fox  of  Napa  City,  Cal.,  requesting  to  be 
excused  for  his  non-attendance  upon  the  present  sessions  of  this  body, 
and  appealing  for  prompt  missionary  support. 

10.  A  request  in  behalf  of  the  Friends  of  the  Sabbath  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  asking  this  S^nod  to  pass  some  resolutions  against  the 
opening  of  the  Centennial  grounds  on  the  Sabbath,  during  the  coming 
national  Celebration. 

11.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  in  which 
he  asks  to  be  excused  for  his  non-attendance  upon  the  present  scssion.s 
of  Synod. 

12.  A  communication  from  the  I'resident  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 
of  Home  Missions. 

13.  Reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Tri- 
Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  R    EsciIBAClI,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance;  on 
items  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,7,  8,  9,  10  and  11,  see  Article  XXI.,  3Iiscellaneous; 
and  on  items  12  and  13,  see  Article  XIV.,  Missions. 


12 
ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Comnnttee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report,  viz  : 

I.    IRREGULARITIES. 

1.  The  President  of  the  Virginia  Classis  submitted  to  date  the  cir- 
culars addressed  to  its  members  in  the  call  of  two  special  meetings. 

2.  The  same  Classis  neglected  to  record  the  names  of  the  oflScers 
in  the  organization  at  its  last  annual  meeting. 

3.  The  San  Francisco  Classis  failed  to  furnish  the  Synod  with  a 
copy  of  its  Proceedings. 

II.    REQUESTS  AND    RECOMIMENDATIONS. 

The  Maryland  Classis  adopted-the  following  resolution  in  regard  to 
the  present  firm  of  the  Reformed  Church  Messenger,  etc.,  viz.: 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Classis  hopes  that  the  present  form  of  the 
Messenger  may  not  be  permanent,  we  acquiesce  in  its  present  neces- 
sity :  but  that  we  respectfully  ask  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  to  take 
such  measures,  in  respect  to  securing  a  combination  of  regular 
contributors  to  the  Ma^senger,  as  may  give  a  higher  character  to  its 
contents. 

III.    APPEALS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

None. 

IV.    SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  CLASSES. 

1.  The  Zion's,  Maryland,  Mercersbnrg,  and  Virginia  Classes  took 
favorable  action  upon  the  subjects  of  Missions,  Beneficiary  Education, 
Change  of  Charters,  Statistical  Reports,  Widows'  Fund  Society,  and 
the  circulation  of  the  periodicals  of  the  Church. 

2.  The  North  Carolina  Classis  passed  over  the  subjects  of  Change 
of  Charters,  and  Widows'  Fund  Society,  "  as  needing  no  action." 

V.     LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED  AND  DISMISSED. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  received  the  Licentiate  James  I.  Good  from  the 
Lebanon  Classis,  and  ordained  him;  ordained  the  licentiate  William 
H.  Herbert;  licensed  George  C.  Hall;  received  the  Rev.  Wm.  F. 
Colliflower  from  the  Maryland  Classis;  dismissed  the  Rev.  Frederick 
Fox,  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt,  and  Rev.  Julius  H.  Kvueger  to  the  Classis 
of  San  Francisco;  the  Rev.  iVaron  H.  Leiss  to  the  Lebanon  (Classis; 
the  Rev.  James  Crawford  to  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis ;  and  the 
Rev.  Henry  Wissler  to  the  Maryland  Classis. 
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2.  Maryland  Classis  received  the  Rev.  David  W.  Kelley  from 
the  East  Sus(|uchaniia  Chxssis;  the  llev.  Joel  T.  Rossiter  from  the 
Virginia  Classis;  the  Rev.  Nehemiah  H.  Skyles  from  the  Mercers- 
burg  Ciasf-is;  the  Rev.  Henry  Wissler  from  the  Zion's  Classis  ;  dis- 
missed the  Rev.  Herman  Riell'eld  and  St.  John's  Church  of  Frederick 
(Mty,  Md.,  and  Rev.  M.  Treiber  and  the  First  Reformed  Church  of 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  to  the  German  Maryland  Classis  ;  the  Rev. 
Wm.  F.  Colliflower  to  the  Zion's  Classis;  and  erased  the  name  of 
Julius  Cr.  Frhard. 

0.  Mcrcersburg  Classis  received  the  licentiate  ITcnry  F.  Seiple 
from  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  ordained  him ;  licensed  and  or- 
dained David  M.  Whitmore,  David  N.  Dittmar,  and  Samuel  R. 
Rrideubaugh  ;  licensed  John  C.  Bowman;  and  dismissed  the  Rev.  N. 
II.  Skyles  to  the  Maryland  Classis. 

•4.  Virginia  Classis  ordained  the  licentiate  A.  J.  Bowers;  and  dis- 
missed the  Rev.  Joel  T.  Rossiter  to  the  Maryland  Classis. 

VI.     PLACE    AND    TIME    OF   TUE    NEXT   ANNUAL    MEETINGS    OP    THE 

CLASSES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Carli-sle, 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Friday  in  May,  the  19th,  187'), 
at  7^  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  President,  and  Rev.  W. 
R.  ri.  Deatrich,  Slated  Clerk. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Paul's  Reformed  ('hurch  of 
Westminster,  Carroll  County,  Md.,  on  Thursday  before  Ascension 
Day,  May  18th,  1876,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  INI.  Rev.  Abner  R.  Kremer, 
President,  and  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerh. 

3.  jMcrcersburg  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Grreen- 
castle,  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  17th, 
187G,  at  Ih  o'clock.  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  President,  and  Rev.  Wm. 
M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  Grace  Reformed  Church  of  She- 
nandoah County,  Va.,  on  Thursday,  before  the  third  Sunday  in  May, 
187(),  at  71  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  G.  II.  Martin,  President,  and  Rev. 
Henry  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated  Clerk. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Brick  Church,  in  the 
Guilford  Cliarge,  on  Thursday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  Day  in  May, 
187G,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev.  J.  Ingold,  Pre'iident,  and  Rev.  G. 
^V.  Welker,  D.  D.,  Stated  Clerk. 

0.  San  Francisco  Classis  will  meet  ia  *  *  * 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  F.  COLLIFLOWER,  Chairman. 


The  items  were  severally  ah^ptcd,  and  the  Report  was  then  adopted 
as  u  whole. 
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ARTICLE  XL 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSUEE,  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz.  : 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  no  applications  having  been  made,  the  Committee 
have  had  nothing  to  do. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  Gans,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XII. 
STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac: — 
Your  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  their  report : 

In  presenting  this  the  third  Annual  Rpport,  we  are  moved  by  the 
spirit  and  tenor  of  the  Classical  Reports  placed  in  our  hands,  to  render 
devout  thanksgiving  and  praise  unto  Him  the  once  crucified,  but 
now  exalted  Saviour,  who  yet  liveth  and  reigneth  in  His  body,  the 
Church,  with  the  Father,  who  has  delivered  us  from  the  power  of 
darkness  and  translated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  His  dear  Son  ;  and 
unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Enlightener  and  Comforter,  who  in  the 
Church  abides  with  us  forever,  and  carries  on  the  work  of  our  Re- 
demption— the  glorious  Trinity — for  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
mercies  and  blessings  vouchsafed  unto  us  as  a  Synod  during  the  past 
year.  As  we  stand  to-day  on  this  eminence,  the  close  of  another  year 
of  grace,  and  look  back  over  the  incessant  and  weary  toils,  we  are 
made  to  rejoice  together  that  our  labor  has  not  been  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.  The  fruitage  of  the  year's  work,  so  rich  and  full,  which  the 
reports  note,  demands  an  everlasting  song  of  praise.  And  it  is  but 
meet,  right,  and  our  fitting  duty,  that  we  should  in  this  public  way, 
give  expression  of  onr  heartfelt  gratitude  unto  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church  for  the  signal  manner  in  which  He  has  crowned  the  humble 
labors  of  His  servants. 

The  pleasant  intelligence  comes  to  us  that  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  the  ministry  generally  have  been  enabled  to  scatter  the  seeds  of 
divine  truth,  to  administer  the  Holy  Sacraments — to  nurture  the  bap- 
tized youth  in  the  Sunday-school  and  in  the  Catechetical  class — to 
^isit  the  sick  and  afilicted,  and  to  offer  a  proclamation  of  pardon  to 
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all  who  have  been  rebellious  and  wicked,  in  the  words  of  the  Saviour, 
"  Whosoever  will,  let  him  come."  And  the  blessed  results  of  this 
faithful  service  in  the  Lord's  vineyard  have  been  a  steady  increase  of 
attendance  upon  the  preaching  of  the  word,  in  the  number  of  Bap- 
tisms, Confirmations,  and  Communicants,  and  al?o  in  an  increase  of 
the  spirit  of  benevolence  in  the  cause  of  missions — in  cheering  the 
hearts  of  fatherless  children — in  supporting  our  institutions  of  learn- 
ing— in  the  organization  of  new  charges,  and  in  the  erection  of  new 
and  churchly  edifices,  which  symbolize  that  "  beauty  of  holiness,"  in 
which  Christians  are  exhorted  to  worship  the  Lord.  These  evidences 
of  outward  growth,  with  many  others  of  a  similar  character,  are  to  the 
minds  of  your  Committee,  testimonials  of  corresponding  progress  in 
the  powers  of  the  inner  life.  And  these  indications  of  real  church 
prosperity,  are  not  marvelous  when  we  keep  in  mind  that  Christianity 
is  the  highest  order  of  life,  and  that  the  Holy  Ghost  has  but  used 
His  own  ordained  means  to  quicken  and  confirm  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  God  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  not  som'e  spasmodic  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  ministry,  nor  temporary  excitement  of  religious  senti- 
ment, whose  cessation  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  a  state  of  coldness 
and  inactivity. 

But  while  in  these  particulars  we  have  pleasing  and  encouraging 
evidences  of  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Spirit  in  the  Church,  it 
cannot  be  concealed  that  there  are  many  things  which  call  for  hu- 
miliation on  our  part,  that  God  may  not  enter  into  judgment  with  us. 
The  spirit  and  practice  of  benevolence  though  increased,  notwith- 
standing the  financial  pressure  over  the  whole  country,  are  not  what 
they  should  be  to  meet  the  pressing  demands  made  upon  us  from 
different  quarters.  Our  missionaries  are  crying  for  money  wherewith 
to  buy  bread  for  their  families.  Contributions  for  the  support  of 
beneficiary  education  are  inadequate  to  enable  the  young  men  we  havo 
under  our  fostering  care,  to  continue  their  studies  uninterruptedly,  and 
pastoral  charges  are  vacant  in  many  instances  from  want  of  sufficient 
pastoral  support.  These,  together  with  a  lack  in  some  instances  of  that 
spirit  which  will  be  neither  ashamed  nor  afraid,  to  speak,  and  act  and 
live  for  the  Church  of  our  Fathers,  constitute  some  of  our  weaknesses 
and  shortcomings,  and  call  for  renewed  activity,  and  entire  personal 
consecration,  on  the  altar  of  the  gospel,  in  soul  and  body,  property 
and  life,  to  our  blessed  Muster's  service. 

The  Church  Year,  with  its  Advent  and  Epiphanie.«,  its  Lenten 
solemnity,  reaching  its  acme,  in  Good  Friday,  its  Resurrection  and 
mysterious  appearances  beyond  the  tomb,  its  Ascension  and  outpour- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghost,  connected  with  the  founding  of  the  (jhurch, 
and  its  development  in  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  the  practical  experi- 
ences and  the  great  duties  of  the  Christian  reaching  on  through  the 
Trinity  season,  until  with  grateful  hearts  Advent  is  again  hailed,  has 
been  generally  followed,  and  the  different  fasts  and  festivals  duly  ob- 
served. 
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The  Sunday-school  cause  has  received  during  the  past  year,  a 
larger  shave  of  attention,  than  in  any  previous  year,  perhaps,  of  our 
Church  history.  Catechetical  instruction  is  becoming  more  and  more 
introduced  into  the  schools  of  the  Church  ;  and  more  earnest  efforts 
are  being  made,  to  make  the  whole  teaching  for  young  and  old  re- 
volve round  the  distinctive  confessional  basis  of  our  good  old  symbol, 
the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  The  Le:-son  Papers  prepared  by  our 
Board  of  Publication  on  the  Church  Year,  have  been  pretty  generally 
adopted,  and  as  a  result  are  bringing  about  -nuniforinity  of  instruction 
for  the  children  and  youth  throughout  the  domain  of  our  Synod,  a 
firmer  education  of  our  children  in  the  system  of  the  <Jhurch  Year,  and 
an  increased  interest  in  the  Church  festivals.  This  increased  interest  for 
the  provision  of  the  lamhs  of  the  flock,  members  of  God's  holy  family, 
through  the  sacrament  of  Baptism  marks  a  clearer  apprehension  of 
the  true  relation,  nature  and  design  of  the  Sunday-school. 

Our  brethren  in  North  Carolina  and  California,  and  the  latter  in 
different  communications,  send  us  greetings,  and  express  their  regret, 
that  circumstances,  distance  and  want  of  pecuniary  means,  not  incli- 
nation, prevent  them  from  assembling  with  us  in  this  third  annual 
.session.  We  as  a  Synod  should  in  a  special  manner  extend  our  cor- 
dial sympathy  to  our  brethren  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  offer  our 
prayers  for  their  welfare,  and  assure  them,  that  though  absent,  they 
shall  not  be  forgotten,  by  tangible  proofs  of  our  sympathy  and  love. 

In  conclusion  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  whilst  a  large  number 
of  standard-bearers  have  been  added  to  our  ranks  in  the  Church 
militant  during  the  past  year,  but  one,  Bev.  Father  Bossier,  has  been 
taken  hence  to  the  Church  triumphant  in  the  world  beyond  the  grave. 
tie  res!s  from  his  labors,  but  his  works,  the  blessed  influence  of  his 
ministry  here,  like  the  circling  waves  which  eddy  around  the  stone 
dropped  in  mid  ocean,  will  continue  to  widen  and  expand  until  it  dies 
away  on  the  shores  of  eternity.  Death  to  him  was  only  birth,  to  a 
higher  and  more  glorious  destiny.  "  Write,  blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that 
they  may  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

And  now,  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly,  above 
all  that  we  a&k  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us, 
be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus,  throughout  all  ages,  world 
without  end.     iVmen. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

J.  T.  BoSSITER. 

(For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.) 
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ARTICLE  XITI. 
EDUCATION. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  made  its  annual  report,  which  \fas  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  thf.  Sijnod  of  the  Potomac  :—^ 

The  Boird  of  Education  met  in  Hanover,  Pa.,  on  the  2Gth  of  Oc- 
tober. 1874,  and  organized  by  the  re-election  of  the  officers  of  the 
previous  year,  viz.  :  llev.  P.  S.  Davis,  President;  Rev.  I.  (>.  Brown, 
Secretary,  and  Elder  David  C.  Hammond,  Treasurer. 

])urin;j:  the  past  yoar  the  Board  has  had  under  its  care  the  follow- 
ing beneficiary  students,  to  whom  appropriations  have  been  made. 

JUerccrshnri/  Cinxsis,  John  C.  Bowman,  David  N.  Dittniar,  David 
M,  Whitraore,  William  I.  Stewart,  Anderson  J.  Whitmore,  Henry  S. 
Garner,  Isaac  N.  Peightel,  Samuel  C.  Long,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg, 
Albert  A.  ]Jlack,  Daniel  H.  licader  and  Greorge  B.  Resser. 

Zions  Cl'issis,  George  C.  Ilall,  George  P.  Hartzel,  II.  G.  Comfort 
and  Conrad  II.  Nagle. 

Marijhind  Clnssis,  Marion  L.  Firor  and  Lewis  Ziuckham. 

Virginia  C'insxis,  George   A.  Whitmore  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmore. 

Of  these  John  C.  Bowman,  David  N.  Dittmar,  together  with  Samuel 
R.  Brideubaugh  who  had  completed  their  Theological  course  at  Jian- 
caster,  Pa.,  and  David  M.  Whitmore,  who  had  taken  the  Post  (Graduate 
course  at  Mercersburg  College,  were  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by 
the  Mercersburg  Classis.  Messrs.  Bridenbaujih,  Whitmore,  and 
Dittmar  were  also  ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  by  the  same 
Classis,  and  are  now  settled  in  pastoral  charges. 

Zion's  Classis  licensed  one  of  its  benefici;>ry  students,  George  C. 
Ilall,  and  erased  tha  name  of  Conrad  II.  Nagle  from  its  list  of  benefi- 
ciary students. 

The  amounts  paid  for  Beneficiary  Education  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

Mercersburg  Classis,  .....  $1,324  30 

Zion's  Classis, 497  55 

Viririnia  Classis,           .....  276  S'^i 

Maryland  Classis, 94  24 


Making,         ....         $2,192  92 

Besides  those  already  mentioned  as  receiving  beneficiary  assistmoe, 

the  following  students   have   been    pursuing  their   studies  under  the 

care  of  the  various  Classes  composing  the  Synod:     George  ^L  Zacha- 

r'as,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  deriving  the  benefit   of  the   Smaltz  Fund.   At 

2 
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Mercersburg,  George  F.  Mull,  Isaac  M.  Motter,  Bart.  R.  Carnahan, 
John  M.  Schick,  W.  Wilberforce  Deatrick,  and  John  North. 

Very  little  money  passes  through  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board.  It  is  generally  paid  to  the  Treasurers  of  the  Classes,  and  by 
them  directly  to  the  beneficiary  students. 

The  Bonds  required  from  the  beneficiary  students  are  also  usually 
given  to  the  various  Classes. 

It  will  be  necessary,  during  this  meeting,  to  elect  seven  persons  to 
constitute  your  Board  of  Education,  and  it  is  recommended  that  they 
be  continued  in  ofiice  three  years. 

Your  Board  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  attended  the 
examinations  of  the  students  pursuing  the  Post-Graduate  course  of 
Mercersburg  College,  and  are  happy  to  say  that  they  proved  very  sat- 
isfactory. 

In  conclusion,  your  Board  feels  justified  in  calling  for  increased  and 
prompt  contributions  for  Beneficiary  Education.  The  want  of  the 
Church,  just  now,  is  earnest,  well-educated  men.  Truly  the  harvest 
is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  * 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  S.  DA  V  IS,  President  of  Board. 


On  the  last  day  of  the  sessions  an  election  was  held,  agreeably  to 
the  foregoing  recommendation,  for  seven  members  of  the  Board  of 
•Education,  to  serve  for  three  years,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Revs.  P.  S.  Davis,  W.  M.  Deatrick,  J.  S.  Kieff'er,  S.  N.  Callender,  J. 
W.  Santee,  J.  A.  Peters,  and  Elder  Jacob  Heyser. 

The  new  Board  of  Education  immediately  organized  by  electing 
the  following  officers  : 

Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  President. 
"     J.  W.  Santee,  of  Cavetown,  Md.,  Secretary. 
''     W.  M.  Deatrick,  of  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  submitted  their  Annual 
Report  to  Synod,  together  with  the  Reports  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Missions  and  the  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  which  were  severally  read, 
and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  These  reports  are 
as  follows,  viz. : 
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I.  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Reverend  Si/nod  of  the  Potomac. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  : — The  Board  of  Home  Missions,  con- 
stituted of  the  three  English  Synods  in  the  East,  would  respectfully 
call  the  attention  of  your  Reverend  Body  to  the  pressing  wants  of 
your  Board  in  carrying  on  its  work.  At  the  close  of  this  year  it  was 
found,  that  we  are  indebted  to  our  missionaries  up  to  that  date,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  for  one-hulf  year's  salary — about  six  thousand  dollars.  And 
that  during  the  coming  year  we  shall  need  nine  thousand  dollars  ad- 
ditional to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Board. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  has  reduced  its  expenses  as  much 
as  possible, — at  least  three  thousand  dollars. 

Heretofore  ycur  Board  has  borrowed  money  at  different  times  to 
meet  the  pressing  wants  of  its  missionaries.  But  we  find  this  not  good 
policy,  and  hence  have  concluded  henceforward  to  borrow  no  more 
money,  but  ask  the  Church  to  do  its  duty. 

We  now  ask  your  earnest  consideration  of  this  general  subject  of 
missions,  and  pray  that  you  will  come  to  our  aid,  and  provide  for  the 
pressing  wants  of  our  missionaries,  who  are  crying  for  bread. 
Be.*pectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  MILLER,  President  of  Board. 

II.    REPORT    OF   SUPERINTENDENT    OF    HOiME    MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S.,  the  Si/nod  of  the 
Potomac,  and  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — The  following  missions  have 
been  under  the  care  of  your  Board  of  Home  Missions  during  the  Sy- 
nodical  year  just  closed  : 

1.    SYNOD    OP    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

Catasanqna,  Pa. — Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  pastor.  Has  a  very  valuable 
property,  and  is  making  progress  both  internally  and  ex- 
ternally. Its  debt,  however,  weighs  upon  it.  Unless 
East  Penna.  Classis  can  either  largely  relieve  this  or 
strengthen  the  charge  by  the  addition  of  a  good  congre- 
gation, the  present  appropriation  of  the  Board  will  have 
to  be  reduced  at  a  very  slow  rate.  Prospects  otherwise 
good,  and  the  pastor's  labors  successful.  Appropriation 
?700;  till  January  1st.  Undetermined  beyond  that  time. 
German  and  Ent^lish. 
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Rpading,  Pa. —  Christ  Church.  Served  by  Kev.  J.  Fuendeling  for  ten 
months  of  the  year.  Since  then  by  Eev.  R.  Kunz.  For 
several  months  during  the  summer  the  affairs  of  this  con- 
gregation were  unsettled ;  in  good  condition  now.  By 
having  the  parochial  school  cease,  and  a  small  family  on 
the  part  of  the  new  pastor,  we  have  been  enabled  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation  from  $700  to  8350,  for  the  year. 
]^rospects  promising.  German. 
St.  John's.  Became  vacant  last  March.  Supplied  during 
the  summer.  October  first  Bev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz  takes 
charge.  App.  for  the  firtt  year  S400.  P^xpected  to  be, 
shortly,  self  supporting.      German  and  English. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. —  St.  Stephen  s,  Rev.  A.  Romich,  pastor.  An  old 
mission  About  maintains  its  own  from  year  to  year.  The 
dear  brother  who  serves  it  as  pastor  has  of  late  been  much 
afflicted,  having  been  laid  low  with  fever  himself,  and 
having  buried  a  child.  App.,  old,  $22  5;  new,  $200. 
This  latter  for  six  months. 
St.  John's,  Rev.  J.  G.  Noss,  pastor.  Growing.  Our  only 
English  congregation  in  West  Philadelphia  with  a  popu- 
lation of  70,000.  Good  property,  small  debt.  App. 
$400.     Continued. 

Wi/ominff,  Del. — Supplied  part  of  the  year.  Since  August  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  W.  F.  Lichliter.  This  mission  is 
central  for  our  future  efforts  to  build  up  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  whither  many  of  our 
people  are  moving.  A  very  substantial  beginning  has 
here  been  made.     App.,  $300.     English. 

Harrishurg,  Pa. — Second  Church,  Rev.  G.  W.  Snyder,  pastor.  This 
mission  has  gone  forward  without  very  material  change. 
It  has  lost  some  good  members  by  removal,  owing  to  hard 
times,  and  it  has  gained  others  by  its  inner  activity  and 
growth.  It  has  built  an  addition  to  its  Church  for  Sun- 
day-school purposes,  and  has  a  flourishing  school.  App., 
$300,  continued.  Engli>h. 
Zicingli,  Rev.  M.  Noll,  pastor.  Maintains  its  own,  and 
would  grow  in  better  times.  Its  inner  condition  seems  to 
be  gaining  in  permanent  character.  App.  $300,  old  ;  new, 
$225.     German. 

Columhia,  Pa. — Rev.  C.  Clever,  pastor.  Prosperous.  App.,  old, 
$200  ;  new,  $150.     English. 

Hazleton,  Pa. —  EmanneVs.  Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff,  pastor.  Part  of  the 
year  vacant.  Latterly  served  by  Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff  as  pas- 
tor. Has  been  changed  from  German  to  German  and 
English,  as  our  First  Church  in  the  town  is  entirely  Ger- 
man. Many  East  Penna.  people  live  here,  who  need  ser- 
vice in  both  languages.     App.  $100. 
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Overton,  Pa. — Rev.  J.  H.  Schlappig,  pastor.  Reports  pro^jress.  A 
Northern  frontier  mission  of  our  Church.  App.  ST5; 
continued.     English  and  Gern)an. 

Liverpool,  Pa. — Rev.  W.  Donat,  pastor.  luaprovins;  so  that  the  ap- 
propriation could  be  reduced  since  July  1st,  from  8150 
to  S80.     English  and  German. 

Lykens,  Pa. — Rev.  J.  Kretziug,  pastor.  Since  July  a  self-supporting 
char<;e  by  its  connection  with  two  other  congregations. 
The  late  appropriation  was  $350.     English  and  German. 

South  Bethhlwm,  Pa. — Rev.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  pastor.  Will  be  a  self- 
supporting  charge,  in  connection  with  other  congregations 
from  October  1st.  Prosperous.  Late  App.  8200.  Eng- 
lish and  German. 

2,    PITTSBURGH   SYNOD. 

Kittanning,  Pa. — Rev.  D.  S.  DiefFenbacher,  pastor.  Quite  prosperous. 
Will  soon  be  self-supporting  App.  8o00  until  June, 
1875  ;  since  then  8225.      English. 

Meadoille,  Pa. — Rev.  D.  D.  Leberman,  pastor.  Two  congregations  ; 
one  in  town,  and  one  in  the  country.  Doing  well.  An 
old  mission.  App.  8150  ;  now  discontinued.  English 
and  German. 

Titusvilh,  Pa. — The  late  pastor,  owing  to  well-known  difficulties  of 
the  congregation,  left  with  the  close  of  last  December. 
Vacant  since.  Should  form  a  charge  in  connection  with 
Corry  and  Union  City.  In  its  present  condition  it  is  next 
to  impossible  to  run  it  as  a  mission.  The  late  App.  was 
$300.     German  and  English. 

Cumberland,  Md. — Rev.  F.  R.  Schwedes,  pastor.  Doing  well.  A 
number  of  serious  obstacles  have  been  removed  or  relieved 
during  the  year.  Church  building  improved  and  painted. 
A  new  point  begun  in  connection  with  it  at  Keyser  City. 
App.  8400  ;  continued.     German. 

Pittihur(jh,  Pa.  —  St.  PaiWa,  Rev.  J.  W.  Ebbinghaus,  pastor.     Grow- 
ing,  though    flowly.     Labors    under    considerable    debt. 
Building  re-painted.     Pastor  hopeful  in  his  work.     App., 
old,  $300  ;  new,  8200.     German. 
St.  James',  Rev.  C.  Roerchers,  pastor.     Gaining  every  way 
in  solid  character.     Located  amidst  a  large  German  pop- 
ulation.    App.,  old,  8225;  new,  $200.     German. 
St.  Luke's,  Rev.  P.  F.  Scbulke,  pastor.    Xew  mission  ;  hard 
work.     Pastor  moderately  successful ;  labored  earnestly. 
Now  vacant.     App.  8200.     German. 
Trinity,  Rev.  T    F.   StauflFer,  pastor.     Has  been  from  the 
first  a  flourishing  mission.     App.,  old,  8100;  new,  8300; 
conditional.     English. 
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Piltshurg,  Pa. — Zwns,  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell,  D.D.,  pastor.  A  thrifty 
young  interest.  Paid  off  some  of  its  debt ;  down  to  $1,000. 
Had  some  trouble,  and  suffered  from  it  to  some  extent. 
Has  stood  up  for  order.  App.,  old,  $400 ;  new,  $300  ; 
conditional.     English. 

We  use  the  word  conditional  in  reference  to  the  new 
appropriation  to  Trinity  and  Zion's,  because  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Missions  is  instructed  to  effect  such  arrange- 
ments with  them  as  may  be  to  their  common  interest,  and 
mutually  satisfactory. 

Triadelphm,  W.  Va. — Until  July  vacant.  Since  then  under  the  pas- 
toral care  of  Rev.  Louis  Miiller.  A  small  interest,  not 
likely  to  be  soon  self  supporting.     App.   $150.     German. 

Scottdale,  Fa.—  Supplied  part  of  the  year  by  Rev.  Prof.  Lucien  Cort. 
Since  August  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  W.  C.  B. 
Shulenberger.  Doing  well,  expects  to  have  other  congre- 
gations united  with  it,  so  as  to  form  a  good  charge  before 
very  lonsr.     App.  $300.     English. 

Helvetia,  W.  Va. — Rev.  A.  Kern,  pastor.  This  is  a  pioneer  congre- 
gation in  the  wilderness.  Prospering.  Another  point 
has  lately  been  added  by  the  pastor.  App.  $100;  con- 
tinued.    German. 

Buffalo,  J\\  Y. — Salem's.  Rev.  C.  Kuss,  pastor.  Placed  by  the  Ger- 
man Synod  of  the  East  under  the  care  of  its  own  Board 
since  January,  1875.     App.  $300.     German. 

SYNOD    or   THE   POTOMAC. 

Diincannon,  Pa. — Under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  H.Wissler  until 
August.  Vacant  now.  Has  a  good  field  for  growth  in  the 
future.  App.,  old,  $400;  new,  $300.  English  and  German. 
Washington,  D.  C. — Rev.  M.  Treiber,  pastor.  The  congregation  has 
connected  with  the  German  Maryland  Classis,  and  has 
ceased  to  be  under  our  care  since  July  1st.  App.  $300. 
German. 

Baltimore,  Md — EmanueVs,  Rev.  J.  C.  Hauser,  pastor.  Placed  by 
the  German  Synod  of  the  East  under  the  care  of  its  own 
Board  since  January,  1875.     App.  $300.     German. 

Winchester,  Va. — Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  pastor  Making  progress  inter- 
nally and  externally.  App.,  old,  $350;  new,  $300. 
English. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. — Rev.  J.  H.  Krueger,  pastor.  No  particular 
change  during  the  year.  Holds  fairly  its  own.  App., 
old,  $330  ;  new,  $'^bO.     German. 

Stockton,  Cal. — Rev.  J.  Miillhaupt,  pastor.  A  prosperous  mission 
from  the  beginning.  Since  January,  1875,  self-support- 
ing.    Late  app.  $80.     German. 
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Xapa^  Cat. — Rev.  F.  Fox,  pastor.  Doing  •well.  Missionary  encou- 
raged, and  doing  some  service  beyond  the  bounds  of  his 
charge.  App.,  old,  S440 ;  new,  $330,  English  and 
German. 

Portland,  Oregon. — Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  pastor.  Mission  new.  Fifty 
members  gathered.  No  property  yet.  Missionary  feels 
encouraged  and  hopeful.     App.  1600.     German. 


NEW     MISSIONS. 

A  number  of  applications  for  the  establishment  of  new 
missions  have  come  before  us;  the  most  of  them  from 
prominent  places.  In  each  case  some  preparatory  work 
has  been  done. 

Washington,  D.  C. — An  English  interest.  The  membership  has  been 
visited,  and  found  anxious  for  an  organization.  The  Board 
has  instructed  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  to  bring 
this  interest  before  our  liberal-hearted  people;  and  as 
soon  as  he  has  secured  the  promise  of  a  sufficient  sum  to 
support  a  pastor  for  the  year,  to  cause  the  mission  to  be 
organized.  A  good  beginning  could  be  made  here  in  the 
nation's  capitol. 

Allentown,  Pa. — Salem's.  A  good  Chapel  built  and  paid  for.  Sun- 
day-school organized.  No  pastor  yet.  A  very  promising 
interest. 

Easton,  Pa. —  Grace.  New  organization.  Will  build  a  chapel  yet 
this  season.  A  good  subscription  for  it.  No  pastor  yet. 
Promising  every  way.     English  and  German. 

Withesharre,  Pa. — A  large  inland  city,  with  many  of  our  people  in  it ; 
yet  no  Reformed  congregation.  Have  taken  steps  toward 
an  organization,  and  expect  to  go  forward.  Can  begin 
with  a  good  nucleus.  Left  in  hands  of  the  Superinten- 
dent.    App.  S400.     English. 

Loch  Uaven,  Pa. — A  consi'cgation  was  organized  here  last  winter. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Pontius  took  charge  about  July.  The  place 
is  important;  an  outpost  between  the  Eastern  and  ]*itts- 
burgh  Synods  ;  and  a  good  congregation  there  would  toll 
directly  upon  the  interests  of  both.  The  beginning  so  far 
looks  well,  and  (he  young  brother  in  charge  feels  encou- 
raged.    App.  $500.     English. 

Shenandoah  City,  Pa. — Lately  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Board. 
Congregation  doing  quite  well  under  the  charge  of  Rev. 
E.  D.  3Iiller.  The  corner-stone  for  a  new  Church  has 
been  laid.  The  pastor  serves  also  some  country  congre- 
gations.    App.  $200.     English  and  German. 
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EXPENSES. 


It  is  interesting  to  study  the  expenditure  required  during  the  past 
two  jeai-ii,  to  do  the  work  ot'  missions  in  these  three  Synods,  and  the 
prospective  cost  for  the  next  year  on  the  basis  of  our  present  general 
plan.  It  must  be  distinctly  borne  in  mind  that  during  the  year  be- 
fore the  present  our  Board  received  simply  the  mission  work  as  the 
several  Synods  and  Classes  had  shaped  it  during  preceding  years.  It 
took  and  carried  forward  what  was  ^iven  it  ready  to  hand  and  on  the 
list.  It  is  true,  it  declined  a  few  old  missions,  and  carried  a  number 
of  the  rest  only  from  four  to  six  or  nine  months;  and  thus,  of  course, 
had  its  expenses  under  the  figure  of  actual  cost  of  all  during  the  whole 
year.  Yet  the  expense  account  of  our  Treasurer  last  October,  1874, 
stood : 

Cash  paid  out $8,295.00 

Orders  unpaid 4,000.00 

Total  cost  of  Missions  to  the  Board $12,295.00 


During  the  second  year,  now  closing,  the  Board  had  its  own  way 
to  a  large  extent.  It  -had  itself  relieved  of  some  of  the  old  missions, 
changed  the  appropriations  of  a  few,  and  carried  for  part  of  the  year 
the  new  missions.  Salem's,  BuiFalo,  N.  Y.,  and  that  at  Lock  Haven, 
and  during  the  whole  year  St.  Luke's,  Pittsburgh.  Now  the  total  ex- 
penses of  the  Board  amount  to  $11,000,  which  is  $1,800  less  than  the 
year  before.  The  cost  of  carrying  forward  our  mission  work  for  the 
incoming  year  is  estimated,  as  will  be  seen  below,  at  $9,500,  including 
new  missions,  to  the  extent  that  they  will  affect  us  during  the  course 
of  the  year.  This  will  be  $1,500  less  than  our  expenses  during  the 
past  year,  and  near  $3,000  less  than  when  we  got  the  missions. 

For  a  statement  of  our  income  this  year,  and  our  actual  indebted- 
ness, we  refer  to  the  Treasurer's  report. 

We  congratulate  the  Synods  and  the  Church  on  the  following  points 
apparently  secured  in  the  way  of  positive,  permanent  progress  : 

1.  The  Board  has  come  to  have  something  like  the  proper  control 
over  all  the  missions  under  its  care  ;  and  in  the  organization  of  new 
missions  it  is  consulted,  and  in  the  general  cause  it  is  allowed  conside- 
ration. 

2.  Missions  can  now  be  retired  and  old  appropriations  reduced  to 
some  effect;  and  this  without  injuring  anyone,  while  saving  a  large 
sum  to  the  Treasury.  Time  and  labor  and  system  have  brought  this 
about. 

3.  We  are  rapidly  coming  to  have  a  fair  proportion  of  new  mission'- 
mainly  in  large  towns  and  cities,  and  calculated  to  inspire  enlarged 
zeal  and  inteiest  in  the  Church  at  large. 

4.  Nearly  all  the  Classes  in  the  three  Synods  are  now  actively  co- 
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operating  with  the  Board,andapportioamentsare  cheerfully  and  liberally 
made  for  the  cause.  The  meetings  of  the  several  Classes  last  Spring 
showed  a  marked  improvement  in  this  respect  over  those  of  the  Sprini? 
before. 

5.  Taken  as  a  whole  our  Synods,  Classes,  congregations,  and  Sun- 
day-schools are  in  better,  harmonious,  felt  co-operation  in  carrying 
forward  this  good  work  than  they  have  ever  been  heretofore. 

6.  That  while  the  Board  hal  transferred  to  itself  by  the  Synods 
and  Classes,  two  years  ago,  mi^sions  costing  full  $4,000  above  the  then 
current  income,  we  will  henceforth  be  in  shape  to  p:iy  by  steps  the 
debt  accumuluted  in  consequence. 

As  last  Spring's  apportionments  by  the  several  Classes  have  not  yet 
been  met  in  projwrtion  to  the  time  elapsed  since,  by  the  majority  of 
Classes,  the  I'ollowing  statement  will  give  a  near  estimate  of  the  finan- 
cial wants  of  the  cause  of  Missions  for  the  comimj  classical  year. 

Probable  actual  expenses  for  that  year $9,500.00 

Amt.  needed  to  pay  deficit  past  and  present 5,500.00 

Total $15,000.00 

Of  this  amount  we  suggest  the  following  sub-division: 

Synod  in  the  U.  S $8,500 

Pittsburgh  Synod 3,200 

Synod  of  the  Potomac 3,300 

Total $15,000 

In  all  we  have  had  forfy-two  missions  under  our  care.  Owing  to 
the  pressure  of  the  times  the  work  had  to  be  carried  forward  with 
unusual  care  and  eff'ort.  Special  thanks  are  due  our  Missionaries  for 
their  steady  labors  amid  severe  self-denial.  The  Lord  will  reward 
them.  May  He  also  direct  the  Synods  to  devise  and  do  as  may  best 
answer  the  high  interests  of  the  Missionary  cause  as  it  confronts  us  as 
a  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Respectfully  submitted.  F.  K.  LEVAN, 

Superintendent  of  Missions. 


TREASURER  S    REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

I  beg  leave  very  respectfully  to  submit  my  Second  Annual  Report, 
exhibiting  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Board  for  the  year 
ending  Oct.  5th,  1875. 
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RECEIPTS. 

SYNOD    OF   THE    UNITED    STATES. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia $250  53 

(S.  Schools,   $40  75) 

Classis  of  Goshenhoppen 1,054  46 

Classis  of  East  Penna 712  93 

(S.  Schools,   $62  16) 

Classis  of  Tohickou 551  06 

Classis  of  Lebanon 2,120  75 

(S.  Schools,  $100  00) 
Classis  of  Lancaster 601  42 

(S.  Schools,      $6  00) 
Classis  of  West  Susq 420  45 

(S.  Schools,   $40  00) 
Classis  of  East  Susq 615  73 

[S.  Schools,    $12  34) 


($261  25) 
Total  from  Synod  U.  S.  (including  8.  S.) $6,227  33 


SYNOD    OF   THE    POTOMAC. 

Classis  of  Zion $832  63 

(S.  Schools,   $56  16) 
Classis  of  Maryland 529  74 

(S.  Schools,  $152  61) 
Classis  of  Mercersburg 60  00 

(S.  Schools,    $10  00) 

Classis  of  Virginia ...       100  00 

($218  67) 
Total  from  Synod  of  Potomac  (including  S.  S.) 1,512  37 


SYNOD   OF   PITTSBURGH. 

Classis  of  Allegheny $375  00 

Classis  of  Clarion 679  12 

(8.  Schools,    $12  65) 

Classis  of  St.  Paul .' 163  46 

Classis  of  Somerset 301  43 

(S.  Schools,     $5  50) 

From  Treasurer  of  Synod ...  406  28 

($18  15) 
Total  from  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  (including  S.  S.) 1,925  29 

"    the  three  Synods $9,664  99 

From  Loans 5,511  07 

"     Miscellaneous  sources 166  67 

Total  from  all  sources $15,342  73 
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DISBCRSEMENTS. 

By  Balance  due  Treasurer,  as  per  last  account,  rendered  Oct.  13, 

1874 $131  73 

"    Orders  of  the  Board  paid  during  the  year..., 10,706  10 

"    Amount  paid  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis.; 267  50 

"         "            "     Loans  to  Bank 4,005  33 

"    Balance  due  the  Board 232  07 


$15,342  73 

It  will  be  observed  tbat,  although  the  total  contributions  from  the 
different  Synods  are  about  81;500  in  exeesfi  of  last  year,  yet,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  large  appropriations  needed  to  support  our  devoted 
missionaries,  heavy  loans  were  necessitated,  of  which  $500  remain 
unpaid;  and  orders  amounting  to  §4,500  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  for  the  payment  of  which  no  provision  could  be  made. 
The  large  sum  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  ($5,000)  is  therefore  needed, 
and  should  be  provided  at  once  by  the  Church,  to  liquidate  the  claims 
of  her  missionaries. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  II.  SEIBERT,   Treasurer. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  6,  1875. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  audited  the  account  of  Wm.  H. 
Seibert  by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  correct,  showing  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  of  $232.07.  W.  H.  II.  SNYDER. 

IV.     REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  the  foregoing  Reports  had 
been  referred,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and  taken 
up  item  by  item,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Missions  would  respectfully  report  that  four 
documents  were  placed  into  our  hands,  to  wit: 

1.  The  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Home  Missions. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home 
Missions, 

4.  A  letter  from  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Missionary  at  Napa,  California. 

It  is  with  devout  gratitude  to  the  Great  llead  of  the  Church,  that 
we  learn  from  the  first  three  mentioned  documents,  that  the  arduous 
work  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  has  been  carried  forward  with 
great  energy  and  zeal,  and  with  encouraging  success.  We  also  have 
in  these  reports  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  the  contributions  from 
the  different  Synods  this  year  are  about  §1500.00  in  excess  of  last 
year;  and  that  this  is  an  evidence  that  the  great  work  of  missions  is 
receiving  more  of  the  attention  of  the  pastors  and  their  congregations, 
and  also  that  there  is  being  awakened  in  the  Church  a  deeper  interest 
in  this  blessed  cause. 
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In  view  of  the  large  and  extending  field,  the  earnest  cries  for  help 
coming  up  from  all  directions,  and  the  self-denying  devotion  of  the 
missionaries  themselves, — it  behooves  this  Synod  to  give  this  cause 
greater  attention — that  her  pastors  and  congregations  may  be  incited 
to  a  greater  activity,  and  a  more  earnest  co-operation  with  the  Board, 
and  a  more  prayerful  interest  in  her  blessed  God-appointed  work. 
That  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  may  be  carried  for- 
ward efficiently,  there  will  be  needed  fur  the  current  year  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars.  Of  this  amount  fifty-five  hundred  dollars  are  now  due 
our  faithful  missionaries,  and  should  be  provided  for  at  once. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts  your  Committee  suggest  the  following 
action : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  assume  Thirty-three  Hundred  Dollars  as 
her  portion  of  the  Fifteen  Thousand  Dollars. 

Resolved,  fur tlur,  That  this  amount  be  apportioned  to  the  diflerent 
Classes  on  the  basis  of  membership,  due  account  being  given  to  funds 
raised  for  Beneficiary  Education,  as  follows  : 

Maryland  Classis $1,300  00 

Zion's  Classis 1,100  00 

Mercersburg  Classis 550  00 

Virginia  Classis 250  00 

North  Carolina  Classis 100  00 

Making $3,800  00 

From  the  fourth  document  we  learn   that   the  mission  at   Napa, 
California,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  F.  Fox,  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  S.  MILLER,  Chairman. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  appoint  a  Committee  of  three,  consisting 
of  Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  M.  H.  Sangree,  and  Elder  I.  Laucks,  to  pre- 
pare a  paper  expressing  the  sense  of  high  appreciation  with  which 
this  Synod  regards  the  labors  in  which  the  Brethren  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  are  engaged,  and  thus  convey  to  them  the  cordial  greetings, 
sympathy,  and  love  of  this  Synod  in  their  work,  and  assure  them  also 
of  our  fervent  prayers  to  God  for  them  and  their  labor  of  love. 


Terms  of  Office  of  Members  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  Missions. 

The  Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  ofi"ered  the  following  report, 
designating  the  terms  of  office  of  its  members,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  viz. : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  report  the  following  action 
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of  the  Board  determining  the  terras  of  office  of  the  several  members 
of  the  Board.     The  time  of  each  member  expires  as  follows,  viz.: 

Elder  Henry  Wirt,  October    1st,    1875. 

Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber,  "  1876. 

"     E.  R.  Eschbach,  "  1876. 

"     AV.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  "  1877. 

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith,  "  1877. 

"      W.  A.  Wilt,  "  1878. 

Rev.  J.  0.  Miller,  «  1878. 

This  Synod  has,  therefore,,  to  elect  one  member  in   the  stead  of 
Elder  Henry  Wirt,  whose  term  has  expired. 
Respectfully  submitted. 
E.  R.  ESCHBACH,   Secretary/  of  Board. 


Elder  Henry  Wirt  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Synodic  Board 
of  Home  Missions  for  the  term  of  four  years,  or  until  October  1st, 
1879. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

I.  treasurer's  report. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  was 
received,  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows  : 

LOUIS    MARKELL,    Treasurer,  in  accoioit  with  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 
Jieformed  Church. 

DR. 

October  22,    1874.  To  balance,  cash  on  hand $464  25 

June  4,           1875.    To  cash  from  North  Carolina  Classis 30  00 

September  G,     "                "              Mercersburg         "         112  00 

October  6,         "                 "               Maryland              "         100  00 

"     21,        "                "              Virginia                "         30  00 

"     22,        "                "              Zion's  Classis,  in  part 50  00 

Making $7.^6  25 

CONTRA,  OR. 

October  24,  1874.  By  cash  paid  for  Minute  Book  for  Board  of  Educa- 
tion          $2  10 

November  5,  ''         By  viw\\   paid   George   Uelbach,   Treasurer  of  the 

Church  Extension  Fund 232  00 
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January  25,  1875.    By  cash  paid  Reformed  Church  Publicatiou  Board 

for  printing  Minutes 185  00 

"         "       "       By  cash  paid  Stated  Clerk  for  freight  and  postage 

on  Minutes,  traveling  expenses,  &c 19'  00 

September  6,   "        By  cash  paid  Stated  Clerk  for  freight  and  expenses 

on  Minutes  of  General  Synod 4  00 

"  "      "       By  cash   paid  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Salary   a 

Stated  Clerk 75  00 

October  21,     "       By  cash  paid  Rev.  J.  A.  Pet«rs,  expenses  of  Com- 
mittee on  boundaries  of  Synods 6  00 

"        22,     "        By  balance,  cash  on  hand 263  15 

Making $786  25 

Due  from  Zion's  Classis,  assessment  in  part,  $62.00. 


II.     REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  their  report,  as  follows, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfullj  offer  the  following 
report : 

They  have  examined  the  Treasurer's  Report,  with  its  accompany- 
ing vouchers,  and  find  it  to  be  correct.  A  balance  of  $263.15  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  $62.00  are  still  due  the 
Synod  from  Zion's  Classis,  on  assessment  of  last  annual  meeting. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  $166.00  due  from  this 
Synod  to  the  General  Synod  for  contingent  purposes,  the  Committee 
deem  it  necessary  to  raise  by  assessment  the  sum  of  $250.00,  in  addi- 
tion to  that  remaining  in  the  Treasury.  This  sum  the  Commit  tee 
have  apportioned  among  the  several  Classes,  as  folio  ws  : 

Zion's  Classis $75  00 

Mercersburg  Classis 75  00 

Maryland              "     70  00 

Virginia                •'     20  00 

North  Carolina    "     20  00 

Making $260  00 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  S.  KiEFFER,  Chairman. 


The  Treasurer  was  instructed  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  $166.00,  being  the  sum  assessed  upon  this  Synod  for  the 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  General  Synod. 


The  Treasurer,  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  his  report,  paid 
George  Gelbach,  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund,  the  full 
amount  assessed  upon  this  Synod,  toward  liquidating  the  debt  resting 
upon  said  Board. 
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The  Committee  of  Conference,  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Cham- 
bersburg,  to  confer  with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  with  instruc- 
tions to  request  that  Synod  to  liquidate'our  share  of  indebtedness  to  the 
former  Board  of  Education  by  our  proper  share  of  the  interests  de- 
rived from  the  old  Beneficiary  Fund,  and  also  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  said  Synod  the  great  necessity  of  the  two  Synods  coming  to  a  clear 
and  fixed  understanding  of  the  relation  which  the  two  Synods  sustain 
to  these  funds,  which  were  held  by  the  Church  in  common,  prior  to 
the  organization  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  which  was  contin- 
ued last  year,  with  instructions  to  attend  to  this  matter,  if  possible, 
without  further  delay,  failed  to  report,  and  was  discharged. 


The  Stated  Clerk,  who  had  been  instructed  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  Synod,  to  notify  the  Mercersburg  and  North  Carolina 
Classes,  which  had  not  paid  their  full  quotas  of  the  assessments  made 
by  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  at  Martinsburg,  West  Virginia, 
in  1872,  for  contingent  purposes,  that  said  Synod  refuses  to  exone- 
rate them  from  the  payments  of  their  full  assessments,  offered  the 
iollowing  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports,  That  he  attended  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  Synod  thus  given,  in  due  time  and  form. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 


From  the  Treasurer's  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Classes  all 
paid  their  assessments  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod,  except  Zion's 
Classis,  which  still  owes  $62.00. 


A  letter  was  received  from  the  German  Maryland  Classis,  asking 
to  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  assessment  upon  it  for 
contingent  purposes,  made  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod. 
The  letter  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  the  German  Maryland  Classis 
was  released  from  the  payment  of  $12.00,  the  sum  assessed  upon  it 
last  year  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 
APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 
Nothing  occurred  under  this  bead. 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 
COMPLAINTS. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  under  items  7  and  8,  reported 
the  appoiotment  of  Revs.  S.  N.  Callender  and  J.  S.  Kieffer  as  a  com- 
mittee to  defend  this  Synod  before  the  Greneral  Synod  of  Fort  Wayne 
in  the  Rice  Appeal  and  Birely  Complaint  cases. 

The  Committee  ofiered  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted : 

Having  been  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  at  its  sessions 
at  Hanover,  Pa.,  together  with  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  to  defend  be- 
fore the  General  Synod  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  the  action  of  the  Poto- 
mac Synod  in  two  cases  of  Complaint  relating  to  the  Evangelical 
Reformed  Church  of  Frederick,  Md.,  the  undersigned  would  report 
that  in  the  absence  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  he  was  present  at  said 
General  Synod  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  them  ;  but  that,  the 
Complaints  having  been  withdrawn  by  those  who  had  charge  of  them, 
no  defence  of  the  Synod's  action  was  necessary. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  Spangler  Kieffer. 


ARTICLE   XVIII. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  Boird  presented  its  Second  Annual  Report, 
which  was  recsived,  amended  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  the  subject  of  preparing  "■  Les- 
son Papers  "  was  entrusted  to  this  Board;  which,  however,  shortly 
after  the  adjournment  of  Synod,  was  takeo  up  by  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  and  arrangements  were  made,  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  civil  year,  the  Church  was  favored  with  "  Papers  "  for 
the  Sunday-school,  constructed  on  the  Gospel  Lessons  for  the  Church 
Year,  and  since  then  regularly  issued  every  month.  That  was  an  era 
in  the  history  of  our  Church  in  relation  to  our  Sunday  school  work. 
These  papers  should  commend  themselves  to  all  our  I'.eformed  Sun- 
day schools  from  the  fact  that  they  are  in  full  accord  with  the  spirit 
of  our  Church,  enabling  the  schools  to  bring  before  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  both  teachers  and  scholars  the  great  facts  in  the  life  of  the 
blessed  Redeemer.  In  the  judgment  of  your  Board  these  papers  are 
well  adapted  for  the  more  advanced  scholars,  but  not  for  those  younger, 
and  there  is  a  want  here  which  should  be  met.  It  would  be  well  for 
the  Church  to  have  prepared  a  paper  on  the  same  subject  for  each 
Lord's  day,  so  as  to  preserve  uniformity,  which  should   be   specially 


designed  for  the  smaller  children,  and  then  with  the?e  papers  for  the 
several  Classes  and  some  smaller  Catechisms,  such  as  Strassburger's,  in 
connection  with  the  authorized  Cateciiisms  of  the  Church,  jour  Synod, 
and  indeed  the  Church,  would  have  a  complete  system  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  young. 

Besides  the  foregoing  the  Board  has  nothing  of  interest  to  report. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  your  Board  would  suggest  to  Synod  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Lesson  Papers  published  by  the  Reformed 
Church  Publication  Board  be  commended  to  the  Pastors  and  Sunday- 
schools  under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  and  that  they  be  introduced 
into  our  Sunday-schools  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  different  pastors. 

Resolved,  further,  That  Synod  set  apart  an  evening  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  for  the  discussion  of  topics  connected  with  the  Sun- 
day school  cause. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


J.  W.  Santee, 

Gr.  S.  Griffith,        (07        ?     7  »       7 

J.  A.  Peters,  f  '^"'"%-«^/*^'^^  Board. 

F.  M.  McKeeiian,  J 


) 


Rev.  Wm.  K.  Zieber  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Sunday-school 
Board  for  the  term  of  five  years  ;  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer  for  three 
years,  the  unexpired  term  of  Rev.  J.  Crawford,  who  has  removed 
beyond  the  limits  cf  this  Synod. 


The  Sunday-school  meeting  was   held,    according  to  programme, 
on  Friday  evening,  and  was  one  of  very  considerable  interest. 


A  paper  by  Lewis  IL  Steiner,  ^L  D.,  on  the  subject :  "  Wliat  ahnU 
he  the  topics  for  our  Sunday-school  Lessons?"  was  laid  before  Synod 
and  read.  The  subject  was  discussed  at  considerable  length,  and  the 
document  was  then  referred  to  a  special  committee  for  consideration, 
composed  of  Revs.  J.  O.  Miller,  J.  W.  Santee,  S.  N.  Callender,  W. 
K.  Zieber,  and  Elder  L.  Markell. 

This  ('ommittee,  at  a  subsequent  session  of  the  Synod,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz.: 

To  the  Si/nod  0/ the  Potomac: 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  submitted  the  pnper  of  Dr.  L.  II. 
Steiner,  read  in  your  hearing,  on  the  subject :  "  What  shall  be  the 
topics  for  our  Sunday-school  Lessons  ?"  report, 

That  they  have  carefully  considered  said  paper,  and  fiud  that  it 
expresses  clearly  a  want  that  is  deeply  felt  throughout  our  entire 
Church,  not  only  by  the  Sunday-school  teachers,  but  by  the  ministry 
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tliempelves.  To  teach  the  Holy  Sciip'^ures,  this  inexhaustible  trea- 
sury of  divine  knowledge  successfully,  after  the  manner  of  the  fathers 
we  must  in  our  Sunday-schools,  as  well  as  pulpits,  conform  to  the 
spirit  of  the  lessons  contained  in  the  Church  Year.  And  what  is 
needed,  therefore,  in  our  Sunday-school  work,  is  a  manual  which 
shall  furnish  a  clear  and  intelligilale  series  of  topics  on  this  general 
subject,  which  in  the  end  should  have  the  endorsement  of  the  Synod 
as  a  book  su' table  and  proper  to  be  used  in  our  schools. 

AVe  propose,  therefore,  the  following  action  : 

Brso/ved,  1.  That  the  Sunday-school  Board  be,  and  hereby  are, 
instructed  either  to  prepare,  or  have  prepared,  a  manual,  giving  a 
concise,  practical  and  popular  account  of  the  general  idea  and  scheme 
of  the  Church  Year,  with  specific,  detailed  statements  of  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  separate  days  and  seasons,  and  the  logical  order  of 
thought  contained  in  them. 

2.  That  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
and  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  be  respectfully  requested  to  co-operate  in 
this  movement,  embraced  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

3.  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  directed  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  this  action  to  the  officers  of  these  respective  Synods- 

4.  That  this  paper  of  Dr.  Steiner  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
S"nday-school  Board  of  this  Synod  for  their  use. 

Respectfully  suhmitted. 

J.  O.  Miller,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE   XIX. 
CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Organization  to  act  with 
similar  Committees  from  the  District  Synods  of  the  United  States 
and  Pittsburgh,  to  determine  the  Synodical  Boundaries,  presented 
the  following  final  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  in  the  United  States  and 
the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  to  determine  more  definitely  the  boundaries 
of  the  Eastern  District  Synods  (the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  included, 
although  it  did  not  appoint  a  committee  to  co-opera*^e  with  the  other 
committees),  held  a  joint  meeting  in  the  study  of  Rev.  Dr.  A.  H. 
Kremer  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  May  loth,  1874,  at  which  were  present 
four  members,  viz.,  three  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  in  the 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac.    At  this  meeting  no  definite  action  was  taken. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1875,  another  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Lecture  Room  of  the  First  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  at 
which  time  only  three  members  of  the  Committees  were  present,  viz.. 
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the  Cliairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  in  the  United  States, 
and  two  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Putoniac. 

The  following  report  was  agreed  upon,  aud  afterwards  adopted  by 
the  two  Committees,  whijh  we  herewith  lay  before  you  for  your  con- 
sideration : 

The  Synod  in  the  United  Stotes  shall  comprise  all  the  territory 
embraced  by  the  New  England  States,  New  Jersey  and  Delaware ; 
all  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania  east  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  as 
far  north  as  the  mouth  of  the  Juniata  River,  north  of  the  Juniata 
River  westward  as  far  as  the  Huntingdon  County  line  and  east  of  the 
eastern  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Huntingdon,  Clearfield,  Came- 
ron and  McKean ;  all  the  territory  of  the  State  of  New  York  east  of 
the  eastern  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Chemung,  Schuyler,  Soneca 
aud  Wayne  to  J.ake  Ontario. 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  shall  comprise  all  the  territory  of  Penn- 
sylvania west  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  and  south  of  the  Juniata 
River  westward  as  far  as  the  Huntingdon  County  line,  with  the 
Counties  of  Huntingdon,  Blair  and  Bedford  on  the  west;  all  the  ter- 
ritory of  3Iaryland  east  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  Allegheny  County; 
all  the  territory  embraced  by  the  States  of  Virginia,  West  Virginia 
east  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  North 
Carolina,  with  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  California  and  Oregon  as  mis- 
sionary ground. 

We  have  complied  with  the  instructions  of  Synod  as  given  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  by  transmitting  a  copy  of  this  report  to  the 
Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  which  convened  at  Kittanning,  Pa.,  on  the  14th 
instant. 

The  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  incurred  $G.OO  ex- 
penses. Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  H.  Leinbacii,  of  the  Synod  in  U.  S-,  Chairman. 

j'p'tt    .       '     \  OommiKee  of  Synod  of  Potomac. 

On  motion,  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  the  bill 
of  expenses  incurred  by  the  Committee  of  Synod. 


The  Committee  appointed  at  the  first  annuil  meeting  of  Synod  to 
confer  on  the  ma;ter  of  union  between  the  Reformed  Cliurch  in  the 
United  States  and  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  in  conjunction 
with  similar  committers  from  the  other  District  Synods,  presented  the 
following  final  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  this  Synod  at  Chanibersburg,  Pa.,  to 
confer,  in  connection  with  similar  committees  appointed  by  the  other 
Synods  of  our  Church  in  this  country,  with  a  Committee  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  America,  on  the  subject  of  a  closer  union  between 
that  Church  and  ours,  would  resicctfuHy  report, 
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That  they  met  agreeably  to  appointment  with  the  different  Com- 
mittees in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday,  November  17th,  1874,  in 
the  Race  Street  Church.  The  conference  lasted  for  two  days,  but 
only  reached  the  result,  that  we  were  not  prepared  for  any  closer 
union  at  this  time.  The  full  repcrt  of  said  joint  conference  was  made 
to  the  General  Synod  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  in  May  last,  and  is 
found  on  pages  25-29  of  its  published  Minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  Miller,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  appointed  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  Synod  to 
aid  in  drafting  a  new  Constitution  presented  the  following  final  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution,  in  conjunction  with  similar  Com- 
mittees from  the  other  District  Synods,  reported  to  the  General 
Synod  their  views,  and  the  General  Synod,  upon  the  adoption  of  this 
report,  appointed  a  Committee  to  draft  a  Constitution,  taking  into 
view  the  suggestions  of  the  various  Committees  of  the  District  Sy- 
nods.    Your  Committee,  therefore,  request  to  be  discharged. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E,  HiGBEE,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported,  that  the  several 
Classes  took  favorable  action  on  the  subject  of  harmonizing  the  char- 
ters of  congregations  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States. 


The  Statistical  Tables  appended  to  the  Minutes  of  this  meeting 
will  show  how  far  the  request  of  the  last,  as  well  as  of  the  first, 
annual  meeting  of  Synod,  has  been  heeded  by  the  several  Classes,  to 
have  full  and  complete  statistical  reports. 


The  German  Synod  in  the  East  having  been  organized  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  year,  the  German  Maryland  Classis  forms  a  con- 
stituent part  of  said  Synod,  and  consequently  is  no  longer  an  integral 
part  of  this  Synod,  agreeably  to  the  action  of  Synod  last  year,  dis- 
missina;  said  Classis. 


The  recommendation  to  the  District  Synod,  as  reported  in  item  33 
of  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  concerning  the  expenses 
of  delegates  to  the  Synods  of  the  Church,  was,  on  motion,  referred  to 
the  General  Synod's  Committee  on  new  Constitution. 
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AIITICLE  XX. 
PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  in  regard 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of 
Synod,  and  was  adopted. 

The  undersigned,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod,  would  respectfully 
report : 

That  he  had  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Synod  published, 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  and  distributed  them  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  Synod.  About  four  hundred  copies  were  sent 
to  ministers  of  the  other  Synods  of  the  Church,  at  an  expense  of 
about  nine  dollars  for  postage  and  wrappers. 

The  Minutes  were  published  by  the  Reformed  Church  Publication 
Board  iu   Philadelphia,  Pa.,   as  ordered,  and  at  a  cost  of  $185.00, 
which  has  been  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

W.M.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerh. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolted,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  have  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly 
authenticated,  published,  and  distributed  among  those  entitled  to 
receive  them. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Syaod  presented  their  annual  report  to 
Synod,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  no  special  business  has  commanded  their  attention  during  the 
past  year.  Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charter,  the  term  of 
service  of  Lewis  H.  Steioer,  M.  D.,  will  expire  on  the  first  of  January, 
187G,  whose  place  will  have  to  be  provided  for  at  this  meeting  of 
Synod.  Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  N.C ALLEN DF.R, 
E.  R.  ESCIIBACII, 
LOUIS  3IARKELL. 
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Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Synod,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  to  serve  from  January 
1st,  1876,  to  January  1st,  1881. 


Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported,  in  reference  to  the 
Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers,  that  the 
several  Classes  took  favorable  action  with  respect  to  this  Society, 
agreeably  to  the  recommendations  of  Synod  last  year,  on  this  subject. 


An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  the  members  of 
Synod  to  meet  incidental  expenses.  The  Revs.  S.  S.  Miller  and  S.. 
G.  Dole  were  appointed  to  collect  said  assessment. 

This  Committee  subsequently  reported,  as  follows,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  collect  an  assessment  of  twenty- five 
cents  from  each  member  to  compensate  the  sexton  of  the  church,  and 
pay  for  printing  the  tickets,  respectfully  report: 

That  the  Committee  have  called  upon  every  member  of  Synod,  and 
have  received  the  aggregate  amount  of  twenty-two  dol'ars,  which  has 
been  handed  to  the  Pastor. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  S.  MILLER,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  5,  reported  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at 
Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  in  which  they  lay  before  the  Synod  a  statement  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  that  institution,  and  appeal  to 
Synod  fur  material  aid  and  sympathy.  The  communication  was  read, 
and  the  subject  then  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  W.  C.  Schaeffer,  D.  N.  Dittmar,  and  Elder  I.  Laucks,  to  pre- 
pare a  suitable  minute  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

This  Committee,  at  a  subsequent  session  of  Synod,  presented  their 
report,  which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  as  follows,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  on  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf, 
Pa.,  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  preamble  and  resolution 
for  adoption : 

Whereas,  An  earnest  appeal  has  been  made  to  this  Synod  by  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf  in 
behalf  of  said  Home,  in  order  to  give  them  the  needed  funds  to  pro- 
vide a  home  for  the  fatherless  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  anew  commends  said  Home  to  the  con- 
fidence of  our  people,  and  that  all  the  congregations  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Synod  be  earnestly  requested  to  take  up  a  collection, 
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or  send  other  aid,  durinj^  the  year,  for  the  benefit  of  said  Home,  and 
that  the  interests  of  the  Home  be  .specially  comtueuded  to  the 
attention  of  our  Sunday-schools. 

llespectfully  submitted. 

W.  C.  SCIIAEFFEll,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  8,  reported  a  transcript 
of  certain  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Publieatiou  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  at  its  regular  meeting  held  on  the  loth 
of  October,  1875,  accompanied  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  fiuanciul 
condition  of  the  Board. 

This  paper  was  read,  and  then  referred  tt  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  llevs.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.  Gans,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Heed. 

This  Committee  reported  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the 
sessions,  which  was  received,  considered  ittm  by  item,  and  adopted 
as  follows,  viz. : 

To  (he  Revirend  Synod  of  (lie  Pulomac  : 

The  document  referred  to  your  Committee,  from  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Overtures,  has  been  careful 'y  cont<idered,  and  the 
general  object  aimed  to  be  reached  through  the  request  of  the  Board 
of  Publication  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  viz. :  to  unite  the 
three  District  Syno  Is  upon  one  paper, — to  enlarge  the  present  Board 
of  Publication,  and  have  the  members  thereof  elected  by  the  three 
District  Synods  respectively, — and  to  secure  an  editor  in  chief  to  be 
elected  by  the  three  Synods  in  conjunction,  and  also  three  editorial 
aids  selected  one  from  each  Synod, — Your  Committee  most  heartily 
approve;  and  to  facilitate  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  all  this,  re- 
spectfully suggest  the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted  by  this 
Synod  : 

Resolved,  1st,  That  this  Synod  appoint  at  once  a  Committee  of 
seven,  consisting  of  four  ministers  and  three  elders,  which  Committee 
shall  have  lull  power  to  represent  the  Potomac  Synod  in  balloting  for 
an  Editor  in  chief,  whenever  by  the  final  action  of  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States  a  convention  shall  be  called  for  such  end. 

Resolvid,  2d,  That  this  Synod  elect  by  ballot,  at  this  present  session 
an  editorial  assistant,  who  i-hall  enter  upon  his  duties,  as  soon  as  the 
arrangements,  now  proposed,  are  consummated. 

Resnlvcd,  3d,  That  this  Synod  elect  by  ballot  at  this  present 
session  two  members  of  the  proposed  enlarged  Board  of  Publication, 
who  shall  enter  upon  their  offi^ie  as  soon  as  the  way  is  opened  by  the 
change  of  the  Charter  of  the  Board  of  Publicat.on,  as  now  consti- 
tuted. 

Resolved  4th,  That  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  be  and  hereby 
is  respectfully  overlured  upon  notification  of  the  action  of  this  Synod, 
to  inform  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Seven  from  this  Synod 
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of  its  action  in  the  premises,  and  the  time  and  place  of  the  proposed 
convention  of  the  three  Synods  for  the  election  of  an  Editor  in  chief. 
Resolved,  5th,  That  all  this  action  is  conditional  upon  the  acqui- 
escence of  the  two  other  Synods  in  the  general  plan,  aad  without  this 
is  null  and  void. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  HIGBEE,  Chairman. 

A  special  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Revs.  E.  R. 
Kschbach,  J.  0.  Miller,  and  Elder  A.  B.  ^Vingerd,  to  nomiuate  a 
double  number  of  names  for  the  Committee  of  Seven  to  elect  the 
Editor  in  Chief,  six  names  for  the  Editorial  Assistant,  and  a  double 
?et  of  names  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  majority  vot3  of  the  whole  be  required  to  elect 
the  Committee  of  Seven  to  choose  the  Editor  in  Chief,  to  elect  the 
Editorial  Assistant,  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

The  special  Committee  on  special  nominations  presented  their  re- 
port, on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions,  which  was 
ref-eived,  amended,  and  adopted. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Nominations  made  their  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  hundred  tickets  of 
these  nominations  printed  for  the  u^e  of  Synod,  and  the  election  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  morning's  session. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  election  was  held.  Revs.  Wm.  F.  Col- 
liflower,  Wm.  Goodrich,  and  Elders  Wm.  H.  Bange  and  Wm.  J. 
Hensell  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  the 
votes,  and  furnished  the  President  with  the  result.  This  result,  so 
far  as  the  several  Boards  are  concerned,  will  be  found  elsewhere,  in 
connection  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  the  Reports  of  those 
Boards. 

The  result  in  regard  to  Editorial  Assistant,  Committee  of  Seven  to 
choose  Editor  in  Chief,  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Publication^  is 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

Editorial  Assistant. 
Rev.  E.  E.  HiGBEE,  D.  D. 

Committee  of  Seven  to  choose   Editor  in  Chief. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.D.,  Elder  Henry  Wirt, 
"     J.  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  "     Adam  B.  Wingerd, 

"     J.  W.  Santee,  D.  D.,  "     John  P.  Reed." 

"     S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D. 
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Members  of  Publication  Board. 

Elder  Adam  B.  Wingerd. 
"      Goldsboro  S.  Griffith. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  for  the  Kclief  of  the  Publi- 
lication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  were  offered  on  the  last  day 
of  the  sessions.     They  were  carefully  discussed,  and  then  adopted: 

Whereas,  In  initiating  the  new  order  of  combining  the  three 
Synods  in  the  publication  interests  of  the  Church,  it  is  necssary  in 
order  to  give  to  it  proper  efficiency  and  success,  to  secure  some  ready 
money  as  capital  with  which  to  start;  and,  whereas,  This  Synod,  at 
its  sessions  at  Hanover,  even  when  not  officially  related  to  the  Board 
of  Publication,  as  now  contemplated,  resolved  to  use  all  proper  exer- 
tion to  aid  in  this  very  important  work,  therefore  be  it — 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Synod  be,  and  hereby 
are,  authorized  to  effect  a  loan  of  two  thou-:and  dollars  to  be  delivered 
to  the  new  Board  as  soon  as  constituted. 

Resolved,  further,  That  this  Synod  put  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree  as 
agent  into  the  field  of  this  Synod,  upon  terms  which  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  in  their  judgment,  may  approve,  who  shall  collect  funds  and 
pay  over  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Synod  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  loan,  which  said  Board  may  make. 


Rev.  J.  H.  Krueger  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Rev.  T.  L.  Poulson  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  Rev.  F.  Fox  of  Napa,  Cal.,  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  of 
Stockton,  Cal.,  and  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler  of  Mont  Alto,  Pa.,  addressed 
letters  to  Synod,  requesting  to  be  excused  for  their  non-attendance 
upon  the  present  sessions  of  Synod.  These  were  read,  and  they  were 
severally  excused.  

A  Report  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  was  received,  as  item 
4  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  and  read,  and  the 
Report  accepted  as  an  explanation. 


A  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  was  received  and  read, 
as  item  7  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  and  the  item 
adopted.  

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  on  item  6  of  Report  of  Committee 
on  Overtures,  which  was  a  complete  form  on  which  to  report  the  sta- 
tistics of  pastoral  charges  to  the  Classis,  and  which  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
General  Synod.  

The  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  10,  reported  a  request  in 
behalf  of  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  asking  this 
Synod  to  pass  some  resolutions  against  the  opening  of  the  Centennial 
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grounds  and  buildings  on  the  Sabbath,  during  t'le  coming  National 
Cekbration. 

The  communication  was  read,  and  the  matter  was  thereupon  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Ilevs.  W.  K.  Zieber,  S.  B.  Scha- 
fer,  and  Elder  W.  H.  Bange,  to  prepare  a  suitable  response. 

This  Committee  subsequently  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

The  document  placed  in  our  hands  is  a  cjmmunication  from  a  com- 
mittee appointed  at  a  meeting  of  ministers  and  laymen,  held  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  requesting  this  Synod  to  take  action  bearing  upon  open- 
ing on  the  Lord's  day  the  Centennial  grounds  and  buildings  during 
the  approaching  National  Exposition. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  official  action  contemplating  the  opening 
of  said  grounds  and  buildings  on  the  Lord',5  Day.  Nevertheless,  we 
deem  it  proper  for  this  Synod  to  unite  in  all  earncht  effuris  to  prevent 
the  desecration  of  the  Christian  Sabbath.  Therefore,  we  offer  for 
adoption  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved^  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  the  opening  of  the 
Centennial  grounds  and  buildings  on  the  Lord's  Day  for  any  secular 
purpose  would  be  a  sin  against  Grod  and  an  offence  to  the  Christian 
people  of  this  land. 

Resulced  further.  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  action  to  the  above-mentioned  committee. 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

W.  K.  Zieber,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  appointed  at  last  annual  meeeting,  who,  in  con- 
junction with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Synod  in  the  United 
States,  was  empowered  to  prepare  and  publish  an  edition  of  ''  Hymns 
for  the  Reformed  Church"  with  music,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  Committee  was  conti- 
nued, viz.  : 

Your  Committee  on  Music  for  Hymn  Book  met  in  conjunction  with 
the  Committee  of  the  mother  Synod,  and  both  Committees  are  now 
busily  engaged  in  the  work,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  submit  a  report  in 
full  by  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  HiGBEE,  Chairman. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  accept  the  invitation  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  to  be  present  at  the  Semi- 
centennial Celebration  to  be  held  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  November 
oth,  A.  D.  1875,  and  that  we  advise  as  many  of  our  members  as  pos- 
sible to  be  present  at  said  celebration  in  the  name  of  this  Synod,  and 
participate  in  those  services  which   commemorate    the   Founding   of 
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that  School  of  the  Prophets,  in  which  we  have  a  coiumon  inheritance, 
and  which  still  commands  our  confidence. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  : 
Whereas,  There  are  great  differences  in  the  various  District  Sy- 
nods in  point  of  number  of  ministers ;  and  whereas,  A  uniform 
method  of  representation  from  the  Clas-scs  composing  the  different 
Synods,  niakts  it  impossible  almost  for  some  District  Synods  to  meet 
in  any  other  form  than  in  conv.ntion,  therefore, 

Resolved,  This  Synod  do  hereby  respectfully  request  the  nest  Ge- 
neral Synod  to  take  immediate  action  so  to  change  the  present  law  of 
representation,  that  each  District  Synod  may  have  power  to  fix  its 
method  of  representation  within  itself,  while  a  uniform  method  of 
representation,  so  far  as  the  General  Synod  is  concerned,  be  maiu- 
tained. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  hearty  appreciation 
of  the  kindness  of  the  Pastor  and  Congregation  of  Centenary  llcformed 
Church  of  the  City  of  "Winchester,  during  its  present  sessions,  and 
also  its  gratitude  to  the  other  families  of  Winchester,  whose  generous 
hospitality  has  rendered  our  stay  so  pleasant  and  comfortable  among 
them. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  hereby  returned  to 
the  pastor  and  members  of  Market  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  the  use  of  their  church  building,  in  which  to  hold  the  religious 
services  of  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  pastors  of  the  before-mentioned  congregations 
be  requested  to  read  the  foregoing  resolutions  from  their  respective 
pulpits. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  expressed  to  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio,  Cumberland  Valley,  Pennsylvania  (Frederick  Divi- 
sion), Western  Maryland,  and  Hanover  Branch  Railroad  Companies, 
for  passing  the  members  of  Synod  over  their  respective  roads  at  re- 
duced rates  of  fare. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  com- 
municate this  action  to  the  oflicers  of  the  different  Railroad  Compa- 
nies just  mentioned. 


The  Synodical  Roll  was  then  called,  and  none  were  found  absent 
without  permission. 
The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


44 
ARTICLE   XXIII. 

ADJOUKNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  Convention 
— to  be  compof-ed  of  all  the  ministers  within  the  bounds  of  Synod, 
and  one  elder  from  each  pastoral  charge. 

Resolvedj  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in  Tri- 
nity Reformed  Church  of  York,  York  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday, 
the  18th  of  October,  A.  D.  1876,  at  7*  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  prayer,  the 
doxolofjy,  and  the  Apostolic  Benediction  by  the  President. 

P.  S.  DAVIS,  President. 
Attest,     Wm.  M.  Deatbick,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  Copy  from  the  Original  Minutes. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 
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CHARGES. 

Cavetown, 

Sr.  Stephens,  Supply, 

Middletown, 

Evangelical  Reformed 

Clearspring, 

Boonsboro, 

Hagerstown, 

Emmittsburg, 

Westminster, 

Mi'.  Moriah, 

Third  Church,  Bait,, 

Burkittsville, 

Taneytown, 

Glade, 

Fourth  Church,  Bait., 

Manchester, 

First  Church,  Bait., 

Jefferson, 

Mechanicstown, 

Christ's  Church, 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Foreign  Missionary, 

Without  charge. 
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MINISTERS. 

Joseph  W.  Santce,  D.  D., 
George  L.  Sialey,  D.  D., 
Frederick  A.  Rupley, 
Edmund  R.  Eschbach, 
William  Goodrich, 
Simon  S.  Miller, 
J.  Spangler  Kieffer, 
Abncr  R.  Krcmer, 
William  C.  Cremer, 
W.  Augustus  Gring, 
Daniel  (Jans,  D.  D., 
Mortimer  L.  Shulord, 
P.  Allison  Long, 
Orange  E.  Lake, 
Charles  Cast, 
David  W.  KcHey, 
Joel  T.  Rjssiter, 
N.  H.  Skyles, 
Henry  Wissler, 
Vacant, 

do 
Benj.  Schneider,  D.  D., 
Nicholas  E.  Gilds, 
J.  Mortimer  Souder, 
Thomas  L.  Poulson, 

CO 

"o 
H 

47 


K 
O 
P 

■< 

O 
03 

o 

cj 

d 

m 

Mercersburg,       Franklin       do 
do                        do            do 
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